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Santa visits Natividad Medical Center’s tiniest patients

December 24, 2012

Having received coaching from his elves 
in how to hold a premature infant, Santa 
Claus (Harry Weis, CEO, Natividad 
Medical Center) was pleased to take 
time out of his busy delivery schedule 
to bring some cheer to his tiniest fans 
and their families. Santa got to tickle the 
babies while his many elves were happily 
handing out the gifts he brought with him 
in his sled. The presents were collected at 
toy drives held by the Monterey County 
Sheriff’s Department; the Carmel, Marina, 
and Seaside Police Departments, the 
Kris Kringle Foundation, Starbucks, and 
KWAV.

The patients in the pediatric unit, D’Arrigo 
specialty clinic, and the emergency room 
were thrilled that Santa had not forgotten 

them this Christmas, especially when 
they were feeling so low. The elves 
were pleased by the generosity of those 
community members who donated toys. 
This effort helped to make the holiday a 
particularly happy one for the children 
who will have to spend it in the hospital.

Linda L. Ford, president of the Natividad 
Medical Foundation, was instrumental in 
getting Santa Claus to visit Natividad’s 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU). 
Ford was also pleased that this year’s 
Resolution Run, held at Carmel’s Rio 
Grill every New Year’s Day for the past 
23 years, has named the NICU as the 
principal beneficiary of the race.

The Resolution Run was founded by Tony 
Tollner, owner of Rio Grill, as a way to 
give back to the community. “With Rio 
Grill’s Resolution Run, our goal is to not 
only provide a non-profit the opportunity 
to raise money, but also to raise awareness 
in the community for the work they do” 
said Tollner. “We felt it was important to 
support the vital work that the Natividad 
Medical Center does through their 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit.

The Resolution Run starts at 9 a.m. in 
front of the Rio Grill in the Crossroads 
Shopping Village, Highway One and Rio 
Road, Carmel. It winds through Carmel 
and finishes at the Carmel Mission 
Basilica. Runners and walkers then walk 
back to the Crossroads for a brunch that 
is catered by Rio Grill and the Monterey 
Kiwanis.

Preregistration is $35 and $20 for kids 
12 and under and includes a long-sleeve 
t-shirt, brunch and the opportunity to win 
a random prize drawing. Run information 
at: 831-383-0477 or riogrillsresolutionrun.
com. To volunteer for the run or get 
information on sponsorships or donating 
an item for the drawing, contact Natividad 
Medical Foundation at 831-783-2695 or 
info@natividadfoundation.org.

Ford said, “Every dollar raised on behalf 
of Natividad greatly impacts the children, 
women and families we serve in our 
community.”

By Joe Truskot

Harry Weis, Santa Claus and CEO of Natividad 
Medical Center, hold Sofia Sandoval, born at 1lb. 
10oz. The New Year’s Day Resolution Run organized 
by Tony Tollner of the Carmel’s Rio Grill will donate 
the race’s proceeds to the Neo-Natal Intensive Care 
Unit at Natividad. / Zee Zabalos

Harry Weis, Santa Claus and CEO of Natividad  
Medical Center, holds Shayla Torres, born at  
Natividad weighing 2lbs. 10oz. Shayla’s brother  
Isaiah Gonzales looks on. / Zee Zaballos


